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a ard 1 or overbo 
UFO abductions don't fit into its ivy tower image 
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'~ Wh~h one Isn't from here? :: 
:·t. Well, the people at Harvard .. :-.'}.: 't'if 
·: ~: t hink Pulitzer Prize-winning'·· Y"' 
!11'-,,..- author Dr. John Mack Isn't all ' 
··'';(,here ever slncene published 
· · ~ ·• book about aliens abducting 
·rlf. Earthlings. Mack's scholarly .. 

:.l\i<i. ~redentials are under . 

. lt;::~vestigatlon by h,::, pe~"·s . . 
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By DEAN CHANG 

Harvard 's ha ll owed ha lls of i vy hav been 
trembli ng with mbarrassme nl since one of it · 
di sti ngui shed professo rs wrote a pro,·ocativc 
best seller about UFOs and a li e ns. 

Now the Ivy League school is striking back. 
Dr. John Mack , a Pulitzer 

Prize.winn ing author. is being 
investigated by a H arvard 
Medica l School commi u ee be­
cause his book, "Abduction : 
Hum an Enco unt e r with 
Aliens ... may not measu r e up 
t o H arvard 's s t a 11 d a rd s of 
sc holarly i rn·esligalion . 

" It 's way. way o ,·e rdu e, .. 
said Dr. Paul R. McHugh, di · 
rector of the department of 
psyc hiatry and behaviora l sci · 
ences a l Johns Hopkins Medi­
ca l School. 

' 'I've known John si nce the 
1950s. He's a brilliant fellow 
who occasionally loses it. and 
this time he's lost it big lime ... 
McHugh sa id. 

The book. which is about to 
b r e l eased in paperback . 
chronicles the experiences of 
people who bC'lieve they w r e 
abducted by a l iens . or 
dre:rmed they were bC'ing cap ­
tur d by ext raterresli a ls. 

M:1ck found that thei r ex pe­
ri enc s were too eril" simi· 
lar lo be dismissC'd : many in­
vo I ve d hu ge-eyed. g ray 
crea tures who hijack the ·•ex­
peri encers" aboard space ­
craft . then extract sperm or 
an egg through clinical or sex­
ual means. 

The commi ttee ha~ i nter­
viewC'd Mack on several occa­
sions in the last year. and is 
bel ie,·ed to be c lose to issuing 
iL5 findings to the dea n of the 
Harrnrd Medica l School. Dan­
ie l Tosl son. 

Mack. a tenured professor or 
psyc!l ialry. has said he ca nnol 
dr ·cuss the prob bC'c:rn of:r 

" He's a brilliant 
fellow who 

occasionally 
loses it ... " 
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pl edge o r co nfid entia l ity 
made by all invo lved. 

His lawyer. Roderick Mac­
Leish Jr .. sa id Mack has done 
nothing wrong. 

" One of the reasons there is 
such a thing as tenure is to 
protect people from any fea r 
of doing what is r ight. sayi ng 
what is right. or ha\'i ng ideas 
th at may be offensi ve to ome 
p ople.'' said MacLeish. 

" For there to bC' e,· n the 
hin t or repr i al i: absurd ... Ire 
·aid. 

Mack. founding director of 
the enter for Psyehologo• and 
Social Change. won the Pu l ill ­
er Prize in 1977 for "A Prine 
or Our Disorder.' ' a bio"raphy 
of T . E . Lawrence . be tter 
known as La\\Tence of Arabia 

But h is latest book h as 
earned him attention from a 
dif~ r ent circ le. n that rC'­
volves around . 11permarkN 
weeklies and talk shows. Mack 
ha. appearC'd on num rous 
televi si on and r adio shows 
si nce the book's r elease, in ­
cluding " The Oprah Winfrc;. 
Show" and "Larry King LivC' ... 

" /\re we so arro<>a nt that WC' 
ca n't accept some or the nrlC's 
of our universe bein;:! chal -
1 e nged ''"sa id ~lacL e ish 
"There was no p sychralric 
phenomenon that could x­
plain what the e peoplC' WC'rc 
savinct.·· 

But lhe probe of ~lack ma~· 
be lfan·ard 's attempt to dis­
sociate itself from his work. 

" Everyone i n the academic 
wor ld wa just appalled when 
lhi book ca me out. .. sa id Me­
l I ugh. 

" The patien ts Ir e ~poke to 
ar obvi ously peopl wi t h r eal 
illnesses. peop l e with r ;ii 
t rou bles ... he sa id ... To mas­
qu rade lhC'se patients a peo­
ple who were abducted 1.,y 
aliens 1 wrong and a di. sC' r 
vice to the people wl~o r. C'd 
he lp .. 


